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reason why it is held in so much reverence b} the
? Vaishnavas The Bhagwat Gita, undoubtedly the
jjiost precious book in non-Vedic Sanskrit literature,
contains, in oui opinion, the preaching of Shnknshna,
though not in his own words, but in the words <?f Vyasa
It may have been re-arranged and altered here and
"tnere by Vaishampayana and made more Vaishnavite
in appearance But it is pre-eminently the thought of
Shnknshna clothed in the language of Vyitba The
Vishnu Sahasra Nama may be attributed.to Vaisham-
payana being more antique than the rest of the poem as
we can judge from the language

What other additions and alterations Vaishampayana
made in order to strengthen the cause of Knshna wor-
ship it is not easy to detect at this distance of time , but
the critical reader of the Mahabharata cannot but be
convinced that the Vaishnavite element is constantly
accumulating Knshna is glorified and praised when-
ever opportunity offers, and the usual story of Avataras
given in the Puranas, namely, that the earth, oppressed, *
goes to Vishnu in the form of a cow to implore for redress,
an^i he comes to life together with all the deities of
heaven for the purpose of destroj ing her oppressors,
is found, though not in so many words, in the Bfiarata m
a nucleus form In Chapters 65 and 66 of the Bhishma
Parva we have the theory of incarnation as believed
in by the Vaishnavas given by che mouth of Bhishma,
)^ho wishes to impress on Duryodhana's mind, perhaps
unsuccessfully, the greatness of Shnknshna * "Brahma,
surrounded by Rishis and gods, suddenly saw burning
Alight before him and piaised Vishnu, tj|e Supreme